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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 20, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,6-9, 11, 12, 15-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Murai (US Patent 5,416,674). 

With respect to claim 1, Murai teaches an illuminating device (Figures 20a-b) 
comprising light means (21) for generating primary light and a light-emitter (23) 
comprising an after-glowing material (22) for emitting secondary light after the light 
means is switched off or has extinguished wherein the after-glowing material is shaped 
in a predetermined pattern for displaying information and is substantially invisible when 
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the light means generates the primary light (Column 8, lines 66-68 to Column 9, lines 1- 
4). 

With respect to claim 12, Murai teaches an illuminating device (Figures 20a-b) 
comprising: 

a light source (21) configured to generate primary light when turned on; and 
a light-emitter (23) configured to emit secondary light after the light source is off; 
wherein the light-emitter includes a pattered after-glowing material which is 

substantially invisible when the light source is on (Column 8, lines 66-68 to Column 9, 

lines 1-4). 

With respect to claims 6 and 15, Murai teaches that the predetermined pattern 
comprises at least one of an alphanumerical character, a logo, and an arrow (Figure 
20a: 23). 

With respect to claims 7 and 16, Murai teaches that the after-glowing material 
comprises a photo-luminescent or phosphorescent material (Figure 20b: 22, see 
Column 8, lines 60-67). 



With respect to claims 8 and 17, Murai teaches a lamp vessel (Figures 20a: 21). 
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With respect to claims 9 and 18, Murai teaches a housing (Figure 20b: 21) 
having a light emission window (21a), the housing or the light emission window being 
provided with the light emitter (22). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 20, Murai teaches a display window (Figure 20b: 
21a) provided with a light-emitter (22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 2, 3, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Murai as applied to claims 1 and 12 above, and further in view of Stone (US Patent 
3,796,869). 

With respect to claims 2, 3, and 14, Murai does not teach the primary and 
secondary intensities. Stone teaches that a primary intensity of the primary light as 
compared to a secondary intensity of the secondary light is at least one of li e /li m <0.5 
(Column 4, 50-55) and li e /li m < 0.1 (Column 2, lines 50-52). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have the primary and secondary 
intensities on the device of Murai for the benefit of varying the amount of time the 
afterglow last, as taught by Stone. 
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Claims 4, 5, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Murai as applied to claims 1 and 12 above, and further in view of DeLine et al. (US 
Patent 6,172,613). 

With respect to claims 4, 5, and 13, Murai does not teach specified initial light 
output. DeLine teaches a level of the secondary light (Figure 18: 424) is at least one of 
equal to lower than 3 cd/m 2 and equal to or lower than 1 cd/m 2 (Column 30, lines 44- 
46). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
have the specified initial light output on the device of Murai for the benefit of display low 
level lighting, as taught by DeLine. 

Claims 10 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Murai as applied to claims 1 and 12 above, and further in view of Lynch (US Patent 
2,430,232). 

With respect to claims 10 and 19, Murai teaches a housing (Figure 20b: 21) 
having a light emission window (21a), the housing or the light emission window being 
provided with the light emitter (22). Murai does not teach an automotive head lamp. 
Lynch teaches automotive head lamp (Figure 1: 14) comprising a housing (Figure 3: 16) 
having a light emission window (19), the housing or the light-emission window being 
provided with a light-emitter (Figure 3 and 4, see Column 2, lines 49-55 to Column 3, 
lines 1-8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention to have the device of Murai included on an automotive head lamp for the 
benefit of sending out visible light, as taught by Lynch. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments, see pages 10 and 11, filed February 20, 2007, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 , 4, and 5 under 35 U.S.C 103(a) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Murai (US Patent 5,416,674) and DeLine et al. (US Patent 6,172,613). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zahra Bennett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2267. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 




Technology Center 2800 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



ZB 



